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Editorial  - W.H.N.  WILKINSON 

This  is  the  first  of  a regular  series  of  newsletters  designed  to  keep  members  informed 
of  the  Society's  activities.  We  feel  therefore  that  it  would  be  appropriate  to  dedicate  it 
to  our  parent  body,  the  Turkiye  Ornitoloji  Cemiyeti.  We  wish  them  and  their  work  every 
success,  and  look  forward  to  a long  and  fruitful  collaboration  with  them. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  membership  of  the  Foreign  Section  stands  at  55,  and  new 
members  continue  to  join.  This  response  has  been  encouraging,  and  we  thank  you  all  for  your 
support.  Enclosed  is  a copy  of  the  Foreign  Section's  information  brochure  and  we  would  ask 
you  to  pass  this  on  to  anyone  who  might  be  interested  in  joining. 

A word  is  now  perhaps  needed  to  explain  our  constitutional  position.  As  mentioned 
earlier,  our  parent  body,  the  Turkiye  Ornitoloji  Cemiyeti,  is  a society  officially 
registered  in  Ankara  under  Turkish  law.  The  Foreign  Section  is  really  an  unofficial 
offshoot,  designed  to  bring  together  from  as  large  a number  of  countries  as  possible  people 
with  ornithological  knowledge  and  interests  who  might  wish  to  apply  them  to  the  benefit  of 
Turkey,  its  birds  and  those  studying  them.  Hitherto  the  members  of  the  acting  committee 
have  mostly  been  British.  We  feel  that  this  situation  is  undesirable  in  the  long  run,  but 
it  has  arisen  partly  by  accident  and  partly  for  convenience  in  communication  during  the  early 
formative  stages.  During  this  winter  we  hope  to  take  active  steps  to  enlarge  the  composition 
of  the  committee,  to  give  the  Foreign  Section  a more  formal  structure  for  ease  in  administration, 
and  to  decide  in  conjunction  with  our  Turkish  friends  how  best  to  affiliate  ourselves  more 
closely  with  the  Turkiye  Ornitoloji  Cemiyeti,  either  as  individual  members  or  more  probably, 
corporately.  We  intend  holding  an  open  meeting  for  members  in  London  on  December  6th,  and 
would  welcome  suggestions  from  any  member  for  consideration  at  this  meeting. 

Recording  and  the  Society's  Report 

Work  is  now  well  under  way  in  writing  up  the  results  of  ornithological  work  carried  out 
in  Turkey  in  1966  and  1967.  So  far  more  than  20  observers  have  submitted  records  and  we  expect 

that  the  first  report  will  be  available  early  in  1969.  This  is  later  than  had  originally  been 
intended,  but  work  has  been  held  up  as  records  are  still  coming  in. 

To  deal  with  the  collation  of  records  and  to  help  with  the  report,  a records  and 
editorial  committee  consisting  of  M.J.  Helps,  P.A.D.  Hollom,  A.R.  Kitson,  R.F.  Porter,  J.E. 
Squire,  Alan  Vittery  and  I.R.  Willis  has  been  set  up.  It  is  hoped  that  the  composition  of 
this  committee  will  be  broadened  shortly.  Nihat  Turan  and  Tansu  Gurpinar  will  act  as  Liaison 
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building  up,  there  are  clear 
indications  already  that  Turkey  is 
situated  on  a number  of  important 
migration  routes.  Wliat,  therefore, 
happens  to  wildfowl  populations 
during  their  winter  passage  through 
Turkey  is  of  considerable  importance 
to  the  breeding  populations,  and 
therefore  the  world  stock  of  a 
number  of  species  of  Anatidae. 

Counting  in  Turkey  is  not 
an  easy  matter.  Distances  are 
enormous,  communications  at  that 
time  of  the  year  difficult,  areas 
of  water  often  extremely  extensive 
and  finally  the  number  of  observers 
extremely  few.  So  far  only  the 
west  and  central  areas  of  the 
country  have  been  touched,  and  no 
attempt  has  been  made  in  the  east. 

Although  most  of  the  important 
areas  have  been  visited,  many  still 
remain,  and  much  more  intensive  work 
is  required  in  the  areas  where  counts  have  already  been  carried  out. 

It  is  much  too  soon  to  draw  any  definite  conclusions  from  the  counts  of  only  two  years. 

It  is,  however,  clear  that  there  is  considerable  variation  in  the  population  patterns  from 
year  to  year.  Perhaps  not  surprisingly  weather  conditions  in  Turkey  and  also  in  the  surrounding 
countries,  particularly  those  countries  to  the  north  and  around  the  Danube,  play  an  extremely 
important,  though  as  yet  not  easily  assessable,  part.  Already  it  can  be  said  that  the 
Menderes  river  valley,  the  Lake  Amik  region  and  the  Meric  (Maritsa)  river  are  all  extremely 
important  for  the  population  of  Pintail  (Anas  acuta).  Large  concentrations  of  Mallard 
(Anas  platyrynchos)  too  are  to  be  found,  particularly  in  the  west.  The  Salt  Lake  north  of 
Konya  with  its  large  area  of  winter  stubble  too  is  very  important  for  large  numbers  of  White- 
fronted  Geese  (Anser  albifrons) . Interesting  too  are  the  concentrations  of  White  headed  Duck 
(Oxyura  leucocephala)  at  Lake  Burdur  and  possibly  elsewhere,  and  of  Marbled  Teal  (Anas 
angustirostr is)  around  the  Seyhan  and  Ceyhan  deltas. 

We  are  planning  to  extend  the  counts,  which  are  scheduled  for  January  4th  - 19th  1969 
but,  although  members  of  the  Wildlife  section  of  the  Forestry  Department  of  the  Turkish 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  are  taking  an  increasingly  active  part,  the  shortage  of  observers  is 
acute.  The  principal  areas  to  be  covered  will  be  the  Meric  (Maritsa)  river,  the  Menderes, 
the  Manyas  area,  the  complex  of  lakes  around  Beysehir,  Aksehir  and  Burdur,  the  Salt  Lake 
north  of  Konya,  the  Ceyhan  and  Seyhan  estuaries  and  Lake  Amik.  If  sufficient  observers  are 
available,  we  hope  also  to  take  in  some  of  the  marshes  along  the  Black  Sea  coast.  More 
detailed  plans  will  be  drawn  up  when  there  is  a clearer  idea  of  the  number  of  observers 
available.  Anyone,  therefore,  who  would  be  able  to  take  part  should  contact  W.H.N.  Wilkinson, 
Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Section  of  the  Ornithological  Society  of  Turkey  or  R.F.  Porter,  C/o 
The  Lodge,  Sandy,  Bedfordshire,  England.  In  due  course  it  is  intended  that  Wildfowl  Counts 
will  form  part  of  the  regular  activities  of  the  Society  with  Turkish  and  foreign  observers 
working  together. 

London  Meeting 

As  mentioned  earlier  a meeting  of  the  Foreign  Section  will  be  held  in  London  on  Friday, 
December  6th  1968  at  Bowmaker  House,  55/56  St.  James's  Street,  S.W.l.  at  19.00  hours.  (The 
nearest  underground  stations  are  Green  Park  or  Piccadilly.)  All  members  are  welcome.  It  is 
intended  that  some  form  of  statement  outlining  certain  policy  proposals  will  be  circulated  to 
members  before  the  meeting,  so  those  unable  to  attend,  will  have  a chance  of  expressing  their 
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Newsletter  Illustrations 

Ian  Willis  has  very  kindly  offered  to  do  the  illustrations  for  the  Newsletters.  The 
originals  of  the  sketches,  which  are  slightly  larger  than  produced,  will  normally  be  offered 
for  sale  at  2 guineas  for  a set  of  three,  and  Ian  Willis  has  kindly  offered  to  donate  this  to 
the  Society.  As  this,  the  first  issue,  is  dedicated  to  our  Turkish  friends,  the  Turkiye 
Ornitoloji  Cemiyeti,  the  original  sketches  will  be  given  to  them  as  an  expression  of  our  good 
wishes . 

Page  1 - Ixobrychus  minutus 
(Little  Bittern) 

Page  3 - Vanellus  spinosus 

(Spur-winged  Plover' 

Page  4 - Circaetus  gallicus 
(Short-toed  Eagle) 


Nesting  Pelicans 

Just  as  we  go  to  print  we  are  delighted  to 
learn  from  Professor  Kosswig  that  Dalmatian 
Pelicans  have  nested  at  the  Kus  Cenneti, 
Lake  Manyas,  Turkey's  first  bird  reserve. 
Congratulations  to  the  warden,  Ali  Kizilay, 
who  "prepared"  several  of  the  willow  trees 
to  make  them  suitable  for  the  Pelicans  to 
build  their  nests. 

Future  Issues 


The  Editors  would  be  pleased  for  comments 
as  to  the  type  of  information  they  would 
like  included  in  these  bulletins.  One 
service  we  hope  to  provide  is  a current 
list  of  observers  planning  to  visit 
Turkey  and  the  areas  they  hope  to  cover. 
Also  details  of  areas  where  more  coverage 
is  needed. 
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